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Country visit requests and invitations extended

Invitations extended to the WGEID

Country

Date

Algeria

Burkina Faso

Ghana

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Libya

Mali

South Sudan

Sudan

Uruguay

tbd

Last quarter of 2019 (did not take place)

Last quarter of 2021

tbd
tbd, postponed

26 August—3 September 2019 (did not take place)

Last quarter of 2016 (did not take place)

20 to 29 November 2017 (did not take place)

thd

Visits requested by the WGEID

Country

Request sent

Last reminder sent

Afghanistan
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Belarus
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
China
Cyprus

Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea

Democratic Republic of the
Congo

Egypt

El Salvador
Ghana
Guatemala
India
Indonesia

Kenya

17 April 2019
27 October 2014
12 March 2013
30 June 2011

8 April 2020

2 April 2019

27 May 2009

12 April 2019
19 February 2013
20 April 2020
22 May 2015

17 May 2017

30 June 2011

6 October 2017

8 April 2020

30 May 2018

16 August 2010
12 December 2006
19 February 2013

24 April 2020
18 January 2019
24 April 2020
8 February 2019

18 January 2019

12 March 2020

11 March 2020

18 January 2019

18 January 2019
3 April 2020

6 April 2020

26 February 2020
12 March 2020

8 April 2020

32



A/HRC/45/13

33

Visits requested by the WGEID

Country Request sent Last reminder sent
Lao PDR 6 May 2020

Lebanon 27 November 2015 18 January 2019
Nepal 12 May 2006 11 March 2020
Nicaragua 23 May 2006 3 April 2020
Nigeria 23 January 2019 8 April 2020
Philippines 3 April 2013 18 January 2019
Russian Federation 2 November 2006 23 January 2019
Rwanda 27 October 2014 8 April 2020
South Africa 28 October 2014 8 April 2020
South Sudan 29 August 2011 8 February 2019
Sudan 20 December 2005 8 April 2020
Syrian Arab Republic 19 September 2011 18 January 2019
Thailand 30 June 2011 11 March 2020

Turkmenistan

United Arab Emirates
Uruguay

Uzbekistan
Venezuela

Yemen

Zimbabwe

18 November 2016
13 September 2013
3 April 2020

30 June 2011

28 November 2019
31 October 2017
20 July 2009

18 January 2019
18 January 2019
23 January 2019
3 April 2020

8 April 2020
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Annex |1

Statistical summary: cases of enforced or involuntary disappearance reported to the Working Group between 1980
and 2019, and general allegations transmitted

Cases transmitted to the Status of person at date of

ve

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed

States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Afghanistan 3 3
Albania 1 1

Yes (2013, 2018, Yes (2013);
Algeria 3253 20 3282 23 9 20 11 10 8 2020) No (2018)
Angola 0 12 1 9 9 3
Argentina 3065 728 3444 775 301 78 39 5 335
Azerbaijan 0 1 1 1

Yes (2014);

Bahrain 2 20 3 15 3 15 Yes (2014/2018)  No (2018)

Yes (2011, 2017,
Bangladesh 70 1 77 2 1 6 3 4 2019) No
Belarus 4 4
Bhutan 1
Bolivia
(Plurinational
State of) 28 3 48 3 19 1 19 1
Bosnia and
Herzegovina 1 1 Yes (2009/2011/2014) Yes
Brazil 13 63 4 46 4 1 49 Yes (2019) Yes
Bulgaria 0 3 3 3
Burkina Faso 0 3
Burundi 238 5 239 5 1 1 Yes (2018)
Cambodia 1 3 2
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Cases transmitted to the

Status of person at date of

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed

States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Cameroon 16 21 5 4 1 Yes (2016) No
Central African
Republic 3 3 Yes (2013) No
Chad 23 34 3 8 1 1
Chile 785 63 908 65 101 22 121

Yes (2010/2011/2018/ Yes; No
China 98 27 214 42 90 26 76 38 2 2019) (2018/2019)

Yes (2012/2013/2015/
Colombia 943 96 1286 126 275 68 160 24 159 2016/2017)  No (2017)
Congo 89 3 91 3 2
Cuba 1 1 1
Czech Republic 0 Yes (2009) Yes
Democratic
People’s
Republic of
Korea 316 48 316 48
Democratic
Republic of the Yes; No
Congo 48 11 58 11 6 4 10 Yes (2015, 2019) (2019)
Denmark 1 1 1 Yes (2009) No
Djibouti 0 1 1
Dominican
Republic 5 2 2 1
Ecuador 5 27 2 18 4 12 4 6

Yes; No

Egypt 308 10 827 10 357 161 115 381 21 1 Yes (2011/2016/2017) (2017)
El Salvador 2284 296 2675 333 318 73 196 175 20 Yes (2015/2015) No
Equatorial
Guinea 8 8
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Cases transmitted to the

Status of person at date of

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed

States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Eritrea 63 4 63 4 Yes (2012/2017) No
Ethiopia 113 1 120 2 3 4 2 5
France 1 1
Gambia 13 2 21 2 8 8
Ghana 0 0
Georgia 0 1 1 1
Greece 1 3 2
Guatemala 2897 372 3154 390 177 80 187 6 64 Yes (2011/2013) Yes
Guinea 37 2 44 2 7 7
Guyana 1 1
Haiti 38 1 48 1 9 1 1 5
Honduras 130 21 210 34 37 43 54 8 18

Yes (2009/2011/2013/
India 426 10 507 13 68 13 51 8 22 2019) No
Indonesia 164 6 168 3 3 1 3 1 Yes (2011/2013/2017) No
Iran (Islamic
Republic of) 541 103 565 103 19 5 10 4 10 Yes (2017) No
Iraq 16423 2300 16571 2317 117 31 122 17 9 Yes (2020)
Ireland 0 0 Yes (2009) No
Israel 3 4 1 1
Japan 0 0 3
Jordan 2 8 1 5 3 3
Kazakhstan 0 2 2 2

Yes (2011/2014/2016/
Kenya 88 1 88 2017) No
Kuwait 1 3 1 1 1
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Cases transmitted to the

Status of person at date of

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Lao People’s
Democratic
Republic 2 1 11 2 8 7 1 1
Lebanon 315 19 324 19 2 7
Libya 58 72 1 12 7 4 1 2 Yes (2014/2018) No
Lithuania 0 0 Yes (2012) Yes
Malaysia 3 1 5 1 1 1 1
Maldives 1 1
Mauritania 6 7 1 1
No (2014
Yes (2013/2014/2017/  and one of
Mexico 357 33 563 43 134 41 83 18 74 31 2017/2017) 2017)
Montenegro 0 16 1 1 1 14 1
Morocco 153 9 409 31 170 53 141 16 74 33 Yes (2013, 2020) Yes
Mozambique 3
Myanmar 1 10 6 7 5 2 Yes (2017) No
Namibia 2 3 1 1
Nepal 479 60 693 73 135 79 153 60 1
Nicaragua 103 2 234 4 112 19 45 11 75
Nigeria 7 2 17 6 4 10 Yes (2020)
Oman 1 2 1 1
Yes (2015, 2017,  No (2017);
Pakistan 813 9 1264 10 335 116 288 138 25 2019)  Yes (2019)
Paraguay 0 23 20 19 1 3 Yes (2014) Yes
Peru 2 361 236 3003 311 254 388 450 85 107
Philippines 606 74 779 94 126 47 122 19 32 Yes (2009/2012) No
Republic of
Korea 0 1 1 1
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Cases transmitted to the

Status of person at date of

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Romania 4 4
Russian
Federation 867 39 880 40 2 11 12 1 Yes (2016, 2018)  No (2018)
Rwanda 25 3 28 2 2 1 1 1
Saudi Arabia 14 1 43 10 17 8 20 1 2 Yes (2020)
Serbia 0 1 1
Seychelles 3 3
Somalia 1 1
South Africa 2 1 13 2 3 2 1 1 3 6
South Sudan 3 3
Spain 6 9 3 3 Yes (2014) Yes
Sri Lanka 6117 162 12708 232 6 551 40 118 27 6446 Yes (2011/2014) Yes
Sudan 177 5 394 37 206 11 214 3
Switzerland 0 1 1 1
Syrian Arab Yes (2011);
Republic 485 31 546 36 17 44 31 23 Yes (2) (2011); 2019  No (2019)
Tajikistan 1 8 2
Thailand 75 9 91 8 7 1 4 1 3 8 Yes (2008, 2018) No
North
Macedonia 0 0 Yes (2009) No
Timor-Leste 428 29 504 36 58 18 51 23 2
Togo 10 2 11 2 1 1
Tunisia 13 30 1 12 5 2 15
Turkey 86 3 234 14 89 58 76 33 34 1
Turkmenistan 4 9 1 Yes (2018) No
Uganda 15 2 22 4 2 5 2
Ukraine 6 13 3 1 2 2 3
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Cases transmitted to the

Status of person at date of

Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding
cases Total
At In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female  Cases Female Government Sources liberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
United Arab
Emirates 9 1 47 5 8 30 10 28
United
Republic of
Tanzania 0 2 2 2
United States
of America 4 5 1 Yes (2019) No
Uruguay 20 2 34 7 13 1 4 5 Yes (2013/2015/2018) No (2018)
Uzbekistan 7 20 12 1 11
Venezuela
(Bolivarian
Republic of) 28 2 35 3 6 1 1 3 3 Yes (2019) No
Viet Nam 1 1 5 1 3 1 2 2
Yemen 26 184 135 9 66 5 73 14
Zambia 1 1 1 1
Zimbabwe 5 1 7 1 1 1 1 1 Yes (2009) No
State of
Palestine 4 1 5 1 1 1
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Annex 1

Graphs showing the number of cases of enforced disappearance by
country and by year according to the cases transmitted by the Working
Group between 1980 and 15 May 2020 (only for countries with more
than 100 cases transmitted)
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Press releases and statements

1. On 4 June 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release condemning attacks on reintegrated former combatants
in Colombia and urging the Government of Colombia to honour the security guarantees
provided through the 2016 peace process.*

2. On 18 June 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for the liberation from detention of Mauritanian
blogger and human rights defender Cheikh Ould Mohamed M’kheitir.*?

3. On 21 August 2019, for the International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts
of Violence Based on Religion or Belief, the Working Group, together with other special
procedure mechanisms, issued a press release calling on States to do more to stop hate
crimes and to promote interfaith initiatives.*

4, On 22 August 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the Government of India to end the
crackdown imposed in India-administered Kashmir on freedom of expression, access to
information and peaceful protests, while expressing concern that the measures would
exacerbate tensions in the region.*

5. On 27 August 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing serious concern at the appointment of
Lieutenant General Shavendra Silva as the chief of the army of Sri Lanka, and urging the
Government to advance long overdue reforms of the security sector and to investigate past
abuses.*

6. On 29 August 2019, to commemorate the International Day of the Victims of
Enforced Disappearances, the Working Group, together with the Committee on Enforced
Disappearances, issued a press release calling on States to act urgently to search for
migrants who had been subjected to enforced disappearance, and to investigate such
crimes.*

7. On 11 September 2019, the Working Group issued a press release after presenting
its annual report to the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/42/40), urging States to stop turning
a blind eye to States that orchestrate enforced disappearances.*’

8. On 24 September 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on China to immediately end the harassment and
surveillance of prominent human rights lawyer, Jiang Tianyong.

9. On 20 November 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release criticizing Egypt over the ongoing detention of lawyer
and human rights defender Ibrahim Metwally, despite him having been cleared in court of
all accusations against him.

10.  On 20 November 2019 the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Turkey to ensure the safety and security of
Lisa Smith and her infant child, both Irish nationals, who were transferred to Turkish
custody from a displacement camp in the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic.

See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24673&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/FR/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24705&Lang|D=F.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24906&LangID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=24909&L angID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24923&L angID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=24927&L angID=E.
See www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24973&LangID=E.
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11.  On 29 November 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release deploring the lack of significant progress in the
implementation of the judgment issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in
the case of Radilla Pacheco v. Mexico.

12.  On 20 December 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the Iranian authorities to release all
individuals arbitrarily detained and mistreated during protests, and expressed concerns over
the hundreds of people who had been killed.

13.  On 26 December 2019, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing alarm at the situation of Tashpolat Tiyip, a
Chinese academic of Uighur origin and former president of Xinjiang University, detained at
an unknown location in China.

14.  On 30 January 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release commending Ireland and Turkey for their cooperative
and effective engagement ensuring the return of Lisa Smith and her infant child to Ireland
in December.

15.  On 13 February 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to
repatriate 11 individuals who were forcibly disappeared 50 years ago after their domestic
flight in the Republic of Korea was hijacked.

16.  On 6 March 2020, the Working Group joined the Working Group on discrimination
against women and girls, in a press release issued ahead of the International Women’s Day
on 8 March, calling on men around the world to be a part of movements for gender equality
and become women’s human rights defenders.*

17. On 16 March 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release urging States to avoid overreach of security measures in
their response to the coronavirus outbreak and reminding them that emergency powers
should not be used to quash dissent.*®

18.  On 23 March 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing their grave concern about the welfare of
three human rights defenders who were forcibly disappeared by the Chinese authorities
shortly after their arrest in December 2019.5°

19. On 26 March 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release stressing that the COVID-19 crisis cannot be solved
with public health and emergency measures only, and that all other human rights must be
addressed to0o.%

20.  On 27 March 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, joined the call by the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human
rights by older persons, to exercise solidarity and better protect older persons who are
bearing the lion’s share of the COVID-19 pandemic.5?

21. On 9 April 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, endorsed a press release issued by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism,
alerting that tougher regulations under Egypt’s sweeping anti-terrorism law further erode
fundamental human rights and could result in more arbitrary detentions, enforced
disappearances and allegations of torture, as well as a wider crackdown on freedom of
expression, thought, association and of peaceful assembly.>3

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25672&LangID=E.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25722&LangID=E.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25735&LangID=E.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25748&L angID=E.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25748&LangID=E.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25787&LangID=E.
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22, On 17 April 2020, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing grave concern at the multiplication of
accounts of police killings and other acts of violence within the context of COVID-19
emergency measures.>

23.  On 14 May 2020, ahead of the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia
and Biphobia (IDAHOBIT) on 17 May 2020, the Working Group joined a statement by the
Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity, calling on Governments worldwide to ensure COVID-19
emergency measures do not worsen inequalities or structural barriers faced by people with
diverse sexual orientations and gender identities, or lead to increased violence and
discrimination against them.%®

54 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=25802&LangID=E.
55 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E.
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