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CONVENI NG OF THE SESSI ON

Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. In a letter dated 31 March 1997 addressed to the Secretary-General (see
annex), the Permanent Representative of Qatar to the United Nations requested an
energency speci al session of the General Assenbly to discuss an itementitled
"Il'legal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusal em and the rest of the Cccupied
Pal estinian Territory".

2. Upon recei pt of the aforenentioned letter, in a note dated 1 April 1997,
the Secretary-General transmtted the text to Menber States requesting them
bearing in mnd his responsibilities under rule 9 (b) of the rules of procedure
of the General Assenbly, to informhimwhether they concurred in the request for
t he convening of an emergency special session

3. In a note dated 22 April 1997, the Secretary-CGeneral inforned Menber States
that the majority of Menmbers had concurred in Qatar's request and that,
accordingly, the tenth emergency special session would convene at United Nations
Headquarters on Thursday, 24 April 1997, at 10 a.m

4. The provisional agenda of the session will be issued as docunment A/ ES-10/2.
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Arabic]

Letter dated 31 March 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
Qatar to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

The G oup of States menbers of the League of Arab States has discussed the
dangerous situation resulting fromthe illegal Israeli actions in the occupied
Pal estinian territory, including Jerusalem in particular the commencenent of
the construction of the Jabal Abu Ghneimsettlenment to the south of occupied
East Jerusal em and ot her neasures regardi ng Jerusal em and the buil di ng of
settl enents.

The Arab States have considered the failure of the Security Council to
exercise its role in maintaining internati onal peace and security owing to the
use of the veto by a pernmanent nenber of the Council on two successive occasions
in less than two weeks.

Gven their belief that the illegal Israeli measures in question represent
a threat to international peace and security as underm ning the M ddl e East
peace process and are in violation of international |aw and the rel evant Genera
Assenbly and Security Council resolutions, and in the light of Israel's
persistence in these measures and of the failure of the Security Council to
exercise its primary responsibility under the Charter of the United Nations, the
States nenbers of the League of Arab States have decided that it is necessary to
convene an energency special session of the General Assenbly, pursuant to its
resolution 377 A (V) of 3 Novenber 1950, entitled "Uniting for peace", to
consider "Illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusal emand the rest of the
Qccupi ed Pal estinian Territory".

Accordingly, and in ny capacity as Pernmanent Representative of the State of

Qatar to the United Nations, | request that an energency special session of the
General Assenbly be convened pursuant to resolution 377 A (V), entitled "Uniting
for peace", in order to consider this inportant matter

| should be grateful if you would initiate the necessary procedures for the
conveni ng of this energency special session

(Signed) Nasser Bin Hamad AL- KHALI FA
Per manent Representative of Qatar
to the United Nations
Chai rman of the Arab G oup



