
 

 

E/2010/28/Add.1 
E/CN.7/2010/18/Add.1 

 
 

United Nations 
 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
 

Report on the reconvened fifty-third session 
(2 December 2010) 

Economic and Social Council 
Official Records, 2010 
Supplement No. 8A 

 





 

 

 
 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
 
 
 

Report on the reconvened fifty-third session 
(2 December 2010) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United Nations • New York, 2010

Economic and Social Council 
Official Records, 2010 
Supplement No. 8A 



 

 

Note 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters 
combined with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United 
Nations document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ISSN 0251-9941 



 

iii 

 
E/2010/28/Add.1

E/CN.7/2010/18/Add.1

Contents 
Chapter  Page

I. Matters calling for action by the Economic and Social Council or brought to its attention . . . 1

Draft decision.  Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its reconvened  
fifty-third session and provisional agenda for its fifty-fourth session . . . . 1

Resolution 53/16. Streamlining of the annual report questionnaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

II. Improving the collection, reporting and analysis of data to monitor the implementation of the 
Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated 
and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

A. Deliberations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

B. Action taken by the Commission. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

III. Policy directives to the drug programme of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
and strengthening the drug programme and the role of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs as 
its governing body, including administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions 7

A .  Deliberations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

B. Action taken by the Commission. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

IV. Other business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

A. Deliberations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

B. Action taken by the Commission. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

V. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its reconvened fifty-third session . . . . . . . . . . . 112

VI. Organization of the session and administrative matters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

A. Opening and duration of the session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

B. Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

C. Documentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

D. Closure of the reconvened fifty-third session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

Annexes 

I. Financial statement on the draft resolution entitled “Streamlining of the annual report 
questionnaire” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

II. Statement by the co-chairs of the standing open-ended intergovernmental working group on 
improving the governance and financial situation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

III. List of documents before the Commission at its reconvened fifty-third session . . . . . . . . . . . . 15





 

 

1 

 
E/2010/28/Add.1

E/CN.7/2010/18/Add.1

  Chapter I 
 
 

  Matters calling for action by the Economic and Social 
Council or brought to its attention 
 
 

 A. Draft decisions for adoption by the Economic and Social Council 
 
 

1. The Commission on Narcotic Drugs recommends to the Economic and Social 
Council the adoption of the following draft decision:  
 
 

  Draft decision 
 
 

  Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its reconvened 
fifty-third session and provisional agenda for its fifty-fourth 
session 
 
 

 The Economic and Social Council: 

 (a) Takes note of the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 
reconvened fifty-third session; 

 (b) Further to its decision 2010/244, approves the provisional agenda for the 
fifty-fourth session of the Commission, as set out below.  
 

  Provisional agenda for the fifty-fourth session of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs 
 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 
 

  Operational segment 
 

3. Policy directives to the drug programme of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime and strengthening the drug programme and the role of the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs as its governing body, including 
administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions: 

 (a) Work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and policy 
directives;  

 (b) Role of the Commission as the governing body of the drug programme of 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; 

  (i) Strengthening the drug programme of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime; 

  (ii) Administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions. 
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  Normative segment 
 

4. Implementation of the international drug control treaties: 

 (a) Changes in the scope of control of substances; 

 (b) International Narcotics Control Board; 

 (c) International cooperation to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances for medical and scientific purposes while 
preventing their diversion; 

 (d) Other matters arising from the international drug control treaties. 

5. Round-table discussions: 

 (a) Regional and international cooperation in combating the world drug 
problem and its connection with organized crime; 

 (b) Revitalization of the principle of joint and shared responsibility as the 
centrepiece of international cooperation to confront the challenges posed 
by the world drug problem, in a manner consistent with the relevant 
United Nations conventions and declarations; 

 (c) Addressing key public health and safety issues such as addictive 
behaviours of youth and drugged driving. 

6. Implementation of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on 
International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to 
Counter the World Drug Problem: 

 (a) Demand reduction and related measures; 

 (b) Supply reduction and related measures; 

 (c) Countering money-laundering and promoting judicial cooperation to 
enhance international cooperation. 

7. World situation with regard to drug trafficking and recommendations of the 
subsidiary bodies of the Commission. 

* * * 

8. Provisional agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the Commission. 

9. Other business. 

10. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifty-fourth session. 
 
 

 B. Matters brought to the attention of the Economic and Social 
Council 
 
 

2. The attention of the Economic and Social Council is drawn to the following 
resolution adopted by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its reconvened  
fifty-third session. 
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  Resolution 53/16 
 
 

  Streamlining of the annual report questionnaire 
 
 

 The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 

 Bearing in mind the provisions of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 
1961,1 that Convention as amended by the 1972 Protocol,2 the Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances of 19713 and the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988,4  

 Recalling its resolution 42/11 of 1 December 1999, in which it adopted a 
unified single questionnaire that included the information required on all action 
plans and measures adopted by the General Assembly at its twentieth special 
session, 

 Recalling also its resolution 43/1 of 15 March 2000, in which it decided to 
abolish sections 2 and 3 of part II of the annual report questionnaire and requested 
the Executive Director to revise section 1 of part II of the questionnaire, 

 Recalling further its resolution 44/3 of 29 March 2001, in which it decided to 
replace the existing part II of the annual report questionnaire with the revised part II 
of the questionnaire, 

 Aware of the need to establish adequate procedures to fulfil the mandates 
assigned to it with regard to the examination of reports submitted in accordance 
with the above-mentioned treaties, 

 Bearing in mind the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International 
Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 
Drug Problem,5 adopted during the high-level segment of the fifty-second session of 
the Commission, in which Member States took account of the need for indicators 
and instruments for the collection and analysis of accurate, reliable and comparable 
data on all relevant aspects of the world drug problem and, where appropriate, the 
enhancement or development of new indicators and instruments, 

 Bearing in mind also that in the Political Declaration and Plan of Action, 
Member States committed themselves to report to the Commission on their efforts to 
fully implement the Political Declaration and Plan of Action, 

 Recalling its resolution 52/12 of 20 March 2009 and its decision 53/2 of  
10 March 2010, in which it decided to convene an open-ended expert group on data 
collection to improve the collection, reporting and analysis of data to monitor the 
implementation of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action, which held two 
meetings, 

 Noting with appreciation the efforts of the open-ended expert group to 
improve the collection, reporting and analysis of data to monitor the implementation 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 520, No. 7515. 
 2  Ibid., vol. 976, No. 14151. 
 3  Ibid., vol. 1019, No. 14956. 
 4  Ibid., vol. 1582, No. 27627. 
 5  A/64/92-E/2009/98, sect. II.A. 
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of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action, as well as the reporting mandated by 
the three international drug control treaties, 

 1. Decides to adopt the annual report questionnaire6 as submitted by the 
expert group on data collection; 

 2. Also decides that the annual report questionnaire should be periodically 
reviewed in order to have a flexible international instrument allowing the reporting 
of national and emerging drug situations, taking into account the needs and 
challenges of balancing the collection of qualitative and quantitative data and 
information, and requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to carry 
out such reviews, taking into consideration, among other things, the challenges 
identified and the recommendations made by the reconvened expert group on data 
collection, including the need to simplify the annual report questionnaire, taking 
into account the different levels of reporting capacity of Member States;7  

 3. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to assist, upon 
request, Member States in developing their data-collection and reporting capacities;  

 4. Requests all Member States to comply with the reporting mandates of the 
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,8 that Convention as amended by the 
1972 Protocol,9 the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 197110 and the 
United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988,11 and the Political Declaration on International 
Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 
Drug Problem12 and provide on a yearly basis the necessary data by completing the 
annual report questionnaire; 

 5. Also requests Member States to return the duly completed questionnaire 
by 30 June of each year to enable the Secretariat to make a meaningful analysis of 
the drug control situation and report to the Commission; 

 6. Requests the Executive Director to continue to submit to the Commission 
the annual reports on trends in global drug abuse and the illicit supply of drugs;  

 7. Also requests the Executive Director to prepare and submit to the 
Commission, on a biennial basis, on the basis of the responses provided by Member 
States to the questionnaire, a single report on action taken to implement the Political 
Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated 
and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem, the first of which should 
be examined by the Commission at its fifty-fifth session, in 2012. 

__________________ 

 6  See E/CN.7/2010/19, E/CN.7/2010/20, E/CN.7/2010/21 and E/CN.7/2010/22. 
 7 See E/CN.7/2010/24. 
 8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 520, No. 7515. 
 9 Ibid., vol. 976, No. 14151. 
 10 Ibid., vol. 1019, No. 14956. 
 11 Ibid., vol. 1582, No. 27627. 
 12 A/64/92-E/2009/98, sect. II.A. 
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  Chapter II 
 
 

  Improving the collection, reporting and analysis of data to 
monitor the implementation of the Political Declaration and 
Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an 
Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 
Drug Problem 
 
 

3. The Commission considered item 5 of its agenda, entitled “Improving the 
collection, reporting and analysis of data to monitor the implementation of the 
Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an 
Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem”, at its  
11th meeting, on 2 December 2010. For its consideration of the item, the 
Commission had before it the following: 

 (a) Annual report questionnaire: Part One. Legislative and institutional 
framework (E/CN.7/2010/19); 

 (b) Annual report questionnaire: Part Two. Comprehensive approach to drug 
demand and supply reduction (E/CN.7/2010/20); 

 (c) Annual report questionnaire: Part Three. Extent and patterns of and 
trends in drug use (E/CN.7/2010/21); 

 (d) Annual report questionnaire: Part Four. Extent and patterns of and trends 
in drug crop cultivation and drug manufacture and trafficking (E/CN.7/2010/22); 

 (e) Note by the Secretariat transmitting the report on the meeting of the 
reconvened expert group on data collection (E/CN.7/2010/24); 

 (f) Report on the meeting of the expert group on data collection held in 
Vienna from 11 to 13 October 2010 (UNODC/CND/EG.1/2010/14). 

4. A statement was made by the observer for Mexico in his capacity as Chair of 
the expert group on data collection. Statements were made by the representatives of 
Argentina, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Belgium (on behalf of the 
European Union), China, Australia, the Russian Federation, Japan, the United States 
of America and the Plurinational State of Bolivia. The observer for Zimbabwe also 
made a statement. A representative of the Secretariat made a statement. 
 
 

 A. Deliberations 
 
 

5. Several speakers expressed satisfaction with the results achieved by the expert 
group on data collection and commended the work of its Chair, Ulises Canchola of 
Mexico. They welcomed the consensus reached on a revised instrument that would 
allow the reporting by Member States of drug-related data and on the 
implementation of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International 
Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 
Drug Problem, adopted at the high-level segment of the fifty-second session of the 
Commission.  
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6. Several speakers supported the recommendations of the expert group regarding 
the importance of reporting quantifiable, objective and measurable data and the 
need to periodically review and update the annual report questionnaire through an 
appropriate mechanism, which would be a matter for the consideration of the 
Commission in due course.  

7. Several speakers underlined the need to exchange best practices and strengthen 
the data-collection and reporting capacities of Member States, including through the 
provision of technical assistance by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC). One speaker noted that UNODC should also raise awareness among 
Member States of the importance of collecting drug-related data. 
 
 

 B. Action taken by the Commission 
 
 

8. At its 11th meeting, on 2 December 2010, the Commission adopted a draft 
resolution submitted by the Chairman, as orally revised, entitled “Streamlining of 
the annual report questionnaire” (E/CN.7/2010/L.22). (For the text, see chap. I, sect. 
B, resolution 53/16.) The following delegations expressed support for the 
resolution: Australia, Brazil, Chile, Germany, Indonesia, Mexico, the Philippines, 
the United States, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) and Zimbabwe. Prior to the 
adoption of the draft resolution, a representative of the Secretariat read out a 
financial statement, the text of which is contained in annex I to the present report. 
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  Chapter III 
 
 

  Policy directives to the drug programme of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and strengthening the 
drug programme and the role of the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs as its governing body, including 
administrative, budgetary and strategic management 
questions 
 
 

9. At its 11th meeting, on 2 December 2010, the Commission considered item 10 
of its agenda, entitled “Policy directives to the drug programme of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and strengthening the drug programme and the 
role of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs as its governing body, including 
administrative, budgetary and strategic management questions”. For its 
consideration of the item, the Commission had before it the following: 

 (a) Financial report and audited financial statements for the biennium ended 
31 December 2009 and report of the Board of Auditors (A/65/5/Add.9); 

 (b) Note by the Secretariat on the work of the standing open-ended 
intergovernmental working group on improving the governance and financial 
situation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (E/CN.7/2010/23-
E/CN.15/2010/21); 

 (c) Note by the co-chairs of the standing open-ended intergovernmental 
working group on improving the governance and financial situation of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (E/CN.7/2010/CRP.9-E/CN.15/2010/CRP.7). 

10. The representative of Spain, in his capacity as co-chair of the standing open-
ended intergovernmental working group on improving the governance and financial 
situation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, made a statement. A 
representative of the Secretariat also made a statement. The representatives of 
Belgium (on behalf of the European Union), Argentina, China, Brazil, the United 
States and the Russian Federation also made statements. Statements were also made 
by the observers for Sweden, Mexico, Guatemala and Zimbabwe. 
 
 

 A. Deliberations  
 
 

11. The representative of Spain, speaking in his capacity as co-chair of the 
standing open-ended intergovernmental working group on improving the 
governance and financial situation of UNODC, presented a summary of the work of 
the working group, indicating that participation had been active and there had been 
many fruitful and focused discussions. He also read out a statement on the outcome 
of the most recent discussions, which could not be included in the note by the 
Secretariat on the work of the working group, and invited the Commission to take 
note of that statement, which would be reflected in the report on the reconvened 
fifty-third session. 
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12. Several speakers considered that the financial status quo was not satisfactory, 
specifically in view of the disappointing financial situation of the Office reported by 
the Executive Director.  

13. Several speakers reiterated that it was necessary for the working group to 
continue its work, taking into account the concerns and expectations expressed 
during the meeting of the Commission, aimed at the preparation of tangible and 
practical recommendations for the consideration of the Commission at its next 
session to enhance the financial situation in all its aspects. 

14. Several speakers commended the work done by the working group and stated 
that they looked forward to the continuation of its work. 

15. A number of speakers noted that, while the working group had started to deal 
with the issues the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice had entrusted to it, much remained to be done, and 
noted that no recommendations had yet been put forward by the working group for 
consideration by the Commissions. 

16. Several speakers stressed that the working group had been an important forum 
for dialogue among Member States, and between them and the Secretariat, 
particularly as regards the development of thematic and regional programmes and 
the re-establishment of an independent evaluation function within the Office. 

17. Some speakers underlined the need to join forces to increase the share of 
general-purpose and regular budget funds available to the Office in order to resolve 
its financial situation. 

18. Several speakers indicated their wish that the working group become a 
permanent body of the Commission. In this regard, one delegation expressed the 
view that it was important to maintain the informal nature of the working group. It 
was also noted that all Member States should share equally the burden of providing 
funding to cover programme support costs. 

19. Commenting on the other interventions, a representative of the Secretariat 
stated that the working group had been an important venue for discussion, inter alia, 
of regional and thematic programmes and evaluation and that it should also address 
the financial situation of the Office. In this regard, he noted that UNODC would 
have to undertake additional cost-saving measures unless some action were taken by 
the governing bodies. Such action could include the consideration of the allocation 
of an indicative volume of general-purpose contributions to support the essential 
infrastructure required to enable the Office to deliver a growing programme of 
work. 
 
 

 B. Action taken by the Commission 
 
 

20. At its 11th meeting, on 2 December 2010, the Commission took note of the 
statement made by the co-chair of the standing open-ended intergovernmental 
working group on improving the governance and financial situation of the UNODC 
(see annex II). 
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  Chapter IV 
 
 

  Other business 
 
 

21. At its 12th meeting, on 2 December, the Commission considered agenda  
item 12, entitled “Other business”. The Chair introduced the item and informed the 
Commission about the revised provisional agenda for its fifty-fourth session, which 
had been considered at the meetings of the extended Bureau on 26 November and  
2 December 2010.  

22. The Chairman of the Commission made a statement. The representatives of 
Chile, Argentina, Peru and Colombia made statements. The observer for Mexico 
also made a statement. A representative of the Secretariat also made a statement.  
 
 

 A. Deliberations  
 
 

 1. Duration of the fifty-fourth session and other arrangements 
 

23. The Chairman apprised the Commission of the discussion at the meeting of the 
extended Bureau held on 17 June 2010, through which it had been established that 
the fifty-fourth session of the Commission would have a duration of five days, from 
Monday, 21 March to Friday, 25 March 2011, preceded by informal consultations on 
Friday, 18 March 2011. The Commission was also informed that the reconvened 
fifty-fourth session of the Commission would be held on 12 December 2011. 
 

 2. Meeting of the Chairman with the President of the International Narcotics 
Control Board and a delegation of the World Health Organization 
 

24. The Chairman informed the Commission of a meeting he had been invited to 
attend on 11 November 2010 with the President of the International Narcotics 
Control Board and a delegation of the World Health Organization (WHO). At that 
meeting, the functions mandated to WHO under the 1961 and 1971 Conventions to 
provide technical recommendations to the Commission with regard to the 
scheduling of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and the functioning of the 
Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, established by WHO to assist it in 
conducting the scientific and medical review of substances being considered for 
scheduling, and recommendations thereof to the Commission, were discussed. It 
was noted that the Expert Committee had not met since 2006 and that a number of 
issues that the Commission had brought to the attention of WHO in a number of its 
resolutions were still pending, which impeded the Commission from fulfilling its 
functions under the 1961 and 1971 Conventions. The delegation of WHO noted that 
the Expert Committee had not met since 2006 owing to budgetary constraints faced 
by WHO; in this regard, WHO sought the support of the Commission. The 
Chairman had informed the delegation of WHO of the Commission’s high regard for 
WHO and the importance the Commission attached to the technical advice of WHO 
and to ensuring the impartiality and independence of its advice in this regard. He 
urged WHO to investigate all possible mechanisms to ensure that resources were 
made available within its regular programme of work to enable it to fulfil its 
mandate under the 1961 and 1971 Conventions. The Chairman brought the matter to 
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the attention of the Commission, as he had undertaken to do so and as it would be of 
relevance to the preparation of the fifty-fourth session of the Commission. 
 

 3. Other matters  
 

25. One representative requested that the conference room paper that had been 
made available to the Commission at its reconvened fifty-third session 
(E/CN.7/2010/CRP.9-E/CN.15/2010/CRP.7) also be distributed at the fifty-fourth 
session, under item 3 (b) of the provisional agenda. The Commission took note of 
the request. 
 
 

 B. Action taken by the Commission 
 
 

26. At its 12th meeting, on 2 December 2010, the Commission approved for 
adoption by the Economic and Social Council a draft decision, as orally amended by 
the Chairman, as recommended by the extended Bureau at its meeting held on  
2 December 2010, entitled “Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 
reconvened fifty-third session and provisional agenda for its fifty-fourth session” 
(E/CN.7/2010/L.21). (For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, draft decision.) Following 
the approval of the draft decision, the representative of Chile reiterated her 
delegation’s support for the revised provisional agenda and stated that there was a 
need for an operational document containing recommendations stemming from the 
discussion under items 6 (a) to (c) of the provisional agenda for the fifty-fourth 
session. The representatives of Argentina, Peru and Colombia and the observer for 
Mexico associated themselves with the statement. 
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  Chapter V 
 
 

  Adoption of the report of the Commission on its reconvened 
fifty-third session 
 
 

27. At its 12th meeting, on 2 December 2010, the Commission adopted the section 
of the draft report relating to item 10 of the agenda, which had been made available 
in English only, as orally amended, and decided to entrust the finalization of the 
report to the Rapporteur and the Chairman of the Commission at its fifty-third 
session, in consultation with the Chair and the Rapporteur of the Commission at its 
fifty-fourth session, as required.  
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  Chapter VI 
 
 

  Organization of the session and administrative matters 
 
 

 A. Opening and duration of the session 
 
 

28. The Commission on Narcotic Drugs held its reconvened fifty-third session in 
Vienna on 2 December 2010. During the reconvened fifty-third session of the 
Commission, the extended Bureau held one meeting to consider matters related to 
the organization of work. 

29. At the 11th meeting, on 2 December, the Executive Director of UNODC made 
an opening statement. Statements were also made by the observers for Guatemala 
(on behalf of the Group of 77 and China) and Burkina Faso (on behalf of the Group 
of African States) and the representative of Chile (on behalf of the Group of Latin 
American and Caribbean States).  
 
 

 B. Attendance 
 
 

30. The session was attended by representatives of 37 States members of the 
Commission (16 were not represented). Observers for other States Members of the 
United Nations, organizations of the United Nations system and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations also attended. A list of participants is contained 
in document E/CN.7/2010/INF.1/Add.1. 
 
 

 C. Documentation 
 
 

31. The documents before the Commission at its reconvened fifty-third session are 
listed in annex III to the present report. 
 
 

 D. Closure of the reconvened fifty-third session 
 
 

32. At the 12th meeting, on 2 December, a closing statement was made by the 
Chairman of the Commission. 
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Annex I 
 
 

  Financial statement on the draft resolution entitled 
“Streamlining of the annual report questionnaire”* 
 
 

1. The present statement was prepared in accordance with rule 28 of the rules of 
procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

2. By operative paragraph 3 of draft resolution E/CN.7/2010/L.22, the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs would request the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime to assist, upon request, Member States in developing their data-collection 
and reporting capacities. 

3. Should the Commission adopt draft resolution E/CN.7/2010/L.22, it is 
envisaged that extrabudgetary resources in the amount of $3,503,000 would be 
required over five years to provide the requested assistance in developing data-
collection capacities. The level of resource requirements would provide for a 
programme manager at the P-4 level, travel of staff, annual expert group meetings, 
training on data collection, including the development of training modules and 
methodology guides, and support in data collection in selected regions and 
countries. 

4. Hence, the adoption of draft resolution E/CN.7/2010/L.22 would not entail any 
additional appropriation under the programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011.  

__________________ 

 * The draft resolution originally appeared in document E/CN.7/2010/L.22. For the text of the 
adopted resolution, see chap. I, sect. B, resolution 53/16. For the relevant discussion, see  
chap. II, sect. A. 
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Annex II 
 
 

  Statement by the co-chairs of the standing open-ended 
intergovernmental working group on improving the 
governance and financial situation of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime 
 
 

1. Following the informal meeting of the standing open-ended intergovernmental 
working group on improving the governance and financial situation of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on 29 October 2010,a the co-chairs convened an 
informal meeting of the working group, on 25 November, and two rounds of 
“informal informals”, on 26 and 30 November 2010. At those meetings, participants 
considered a working paper that had been introduced at the meeting held on  
25 November 2010. After deliberations, the co-chairs submitted the following 
statement for the consideration of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 
reconvened fifty-third session and the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice at its reconvened nineteenth session. 

2. In accordance with the mandate set out in Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
resolution 52/13 and Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
resolution 18/3, the working group examined ways and means of ensuring support 
for and adequate follow-up of the development of the programmes of the Office, 
including thematic and regional programmes, and improving the governing role and 
functioning of the Commissions. 

3. Several points were discussed at the above-mentioned meetings, including:  

 (a) The importance for thematic and regional programmes to include, inter 
alia, main objectives and features; their relation to the strategy for the  
period 2008-2011b and the Strategic Framework of the Office; and an estimate of 
the costs of their implementation and possible sources of financing, as appropriate; 

 (b) The important role of the Independent Evaluation Unit in contributing to 
the evaluation and the development of thematic and regional programmes; 

 (c) The relevance for the development of thematic and regional programmes 
of an equitable and consistent application of the standard programme support charge 
corresponding to extrabudgetary contributions;  

 (d) Enhanced document preparation, briefings and increased dialogue 
continuing to have a significant positive effect on the governance of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. 

4. The working group recommends the continuation of its work in accordance 
with its mandate for the further consideration of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. 
 
 

__________________ 

 a See E/CN.7/2010/23-E/CN.15/2010/21. 
 b Economic and Social Council resolutions 2007/12 and 2007/19. 
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Annex III 
 
 

  List of documents before the Commission at its reconvened 
fifty-third session 
 
 

Document symbol 
Agenda 

item Title or description 

E/CN.7/2010/1/Add.1 2 Annotations to the provisional agenda 

E/CN.7/2010/19 5 Annual report questionnaire: Part One. Legislative and 
institutional framework  

E/CN.7/2010/20  5 Annual report questionnaire: Part Two. Comprehensive 
approach to drug demand and supply reduction 

E/CN.7/2010/21  5 Annual report questionnaire: Part Three. Extent and 
patterns of and trends in drug use 

E/CN.7/2010/22  5 Annual report questionnaire: Part Three. Extent and 
patterns of and trends in drug crop cultivation and 
drug manufacture and trafficking 

E/CN.7/2010/23- 
E/CN.15/2010/21 

10 Note by the Secretariat on the work of the standing 
open-ended intergovernmental working group on 
improving the governance and financial situation of 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  

E/CN.7/2010/24 10 Note by the Secretariat transmitting the report on the 
meeting of the reconvened working group on data 
collection 

E/CN.7/2010/CRP.9-
E/CN.15/2010/CRP.7 

10 Note by the co-chairs of the standing open-ended 
intergovernmental working group on improving the 
governance and financial situation of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

A/65/5/Add.9 10 Financial report and audited financial statements for 
the biennium ended 31 December 2009 and report of 
the Board of Auditors 

E/CN.7/2010/L.21 12 Draft decision submitted by the Chairman, entitled 
“Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 
reconvened fifty-third session and provisional agenda 
for its fifty-fourth session” 

UNODC/CND/EG.1/2010/14 5 Report on the meeting of the expert group on data 
collection held in Vienna from 11 to 13 October 2010 

E/CN.7/2010/L.22 5 Draft resolution submitted by the Chairman, entitled 
“Streamlining of the annual report questionnaire” 

 



 

 

 

 


